The life, death and family
of James Holland Rose

By: Don Casada, for Friends fthe Bryson City Cemetery © 2019

t K232 a2dz2NDS Aa wSyl WwWz2é& 5AE2y | yOS&aidNE
Rose, who was a photographer by profession.



Hol Roseand Babe Burnett

The predicate, the shooting and the trials

Note: throughout,names in bluare buried in the BC Cemetery



Perspectives as we consider the fand tragic
death¢ of Hol Rose, of Babe Burnett, and us all

There Is none righteous, no, not one.
(Romans 3:10)

For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.
(Romans 3:23)

There, but for the grace of God, goes Sherlock Holmes.
(Sir Arthur Conan Doyle)



January 16, 1919: The date when North Carolina ratified th
18" Amendment to the Constitution; it was also the day
when the requisite ¥ of the States had ratified

Section 1 After one year from the ratification of this article the manufacture,
sale, or transportation of intoxicating liquors within, the importation thereof
Into, or the exportation thereof from the United States and all the territory
subject to the jurisdiction thereof for beverage purposes is hereby prohibited

Section 2.The Congress and the several States shall have concurrent power tc
enforce this article by appropriate legislation

Section 3.This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as
an amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of the several States, as
provided in the Constitution, within seven years from the date of the
submission hereof to the States by the Congress.
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Observations of Representative Edward Williarmr
Pou of North Carolina (in Congressional Recorc
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troubles will begin because at this minute, while | am
standing here, there arein a dozen states which

have already adopted prohibitionmore lllicit stills in
operation than there ever were saloons at any time In
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Forty six of the forty eight states ratified the.8
Amendment



Definitions and Penalties under the Volstead Ac
(act which implemented the F8Amendment)

A Intoxicating: Any beverage with more than 0.5% alcohol
(Woodrow Wilson vetoed the Act because he felt it too
strict, but the veto wasverriddenby 175 to 55 in the
House and 65 to 20 in the Senate

A Fines up to $1000; that equates to over $13,000 today, b
was also more than the annual income of even folks
working in castpaying (e.g., timber) jobs at the time*

A Imprisonment for up to six months
A Forfeiture of vehicles used in commission of the crime

A In 1929, Congress upped the penalty for first time offense
to five years in prison, a $10,000 fine, or both.

*Nationwide average starting salary in the lumber business was 33.6 cents an hour in 1926;
Department of Labor Bulletin 616, Handbook of Labor Statistics, 1936 Edition.



Summary of the events on October 25, 1920

A Initially, Prohibition Agentiol RoseCharlie Becknd
Swalin County Deputy SherifM. Welchwent to the
Burnett home in the morning. County shefbllins
Thomassonvas not along.

A Babe Burnett said he showed the officers barrels of
pomace, then drove his cattle from the cornfield to the
foot of the mountain, had lunch and loaded a sled of
roughage

A Meanwhile the officers had lefiVelchreturned to town.
Roseand Becklater returned to the Burnett place.

A Two versions of the sequence of events

I Rosdfired first (defense)
i Burnett fired first (prosecution)

A At the trial, Charlie Beckdmitted he did not see who
shotRose but Babe confessed that he did the shootqg
albeit in selfdefense.



Summary of events, continued

A Defense attorneys focused on two principal issues:

I No warrant was served; they read the fourth and fifth
amendments as related to unlawful search and seizure
and due process, arguing that the officers attempting
the arrest were themselves trespassing

I Burnett had reason to believe they intended to assault
him, was shot in the leg as he fled, and then shot Ros
In selfdefense

A Prosecution claimed Burnett did not ask to see a warrant
and that he had hidden the shotgun behind the hay stack
from which he fired with the intent of assaulting the
officers



Some tangential notes
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pellet ¢ the sort of load one might pick for shooting crows, which is why
Burnett said the gun was there

A Defense attorneys were G.Lyle Jones of Asheville (but native of Franklin),
Felix Alley of Waynesville (native of Jackson County)landnan
Leatherwoodof Bryson City

A It was discovered that Burnett had been wanted since 1914 for assaulting
Jacob DeHart, mail carrier, at the Parrish post office, and left the country
after a warrant was sworn out.*

A Babe admitted to some earlier problems with the law

A Ray Hensley, son @harlie Beckrecalled that in much later dinner table
conversation, Charlie a former POW in the Spani#merican War (in the
Philippine$ said he rested his pistol on a fence post and targeted a tab
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* Asheville Citizen, 27 Oct 1920; also mentioned by Horace Kephart in letter to Bob Barnett. The Parrish post
office was senamed for the community and its first postmaster, William P. Parrish, whose home stood on the
south side of Brush Creek just above the junction of Marr and Brush Creeks; the W.P. Parrish home was, by 192
that of his daughter, Pallie and her husband, Charlie Burnett, grandparents of FBCC member James Burnett.



Judicial results

A Trial 1: Guilty of ® degree murder (July 31, 1921). Judge
In the case was.D. Bryson (lI)

A Sent back for retrial by NC Supreme Court (February,
1922)

A Trial 2: Not guilty (3 hours deliberation, March 11, 1922)

A Burnett was immediately charged with prohibition
violations; he was subsequently convicted and sentence
to two years in federal prison on May 6, 1922 for liquor
manufacture (other charges received prayer for judgment
continued)



The Hol Rose Miranda Cable family



The Rose line

Nathan Rebecca Jacob %S Elizabeth
Rose Rowan Slaughter King
NC(18091877) TN NC(181211860) TN TN (18031886)NC TN(18121863)NC
Aquilla "8 Elizabeth Ann Isaac Nancy
Rose Rose Rose Slaughter
TN(18411921) T NC(18331927)Nd INC(18311915)Nd] | TN (183 #1915)NC

Mary Miranda

James Holland
Rose

Cable

NC(18771936)NC

Nancy Josephine 182990

Edward Lee 1900968

Ima Belle 1903982

Carrie Lorene 190%990

Willie Mae 19091992

Elizabeth Ann 1921986

Audrey Gladys 1914997

INC (18751920)N(
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Notes on preceding slide

All individuals orthe precedingslide were born in either North Carolina or Tennessee. The
place of birth is to the left; place of death to the right.

Nathan and Rebecca Rowan Rose were born in northwestern NC, married in Burke Cou
1829, were in Blount County, TN by 1840, stayed there most of that decade before movi
to what is now Graham County, NC between 1847 and 1850. Rebecca died in 1860; Na
remained here until sometime after 1870 when he returned to Blount County, where he i
buried.

Quill and brother Jacob were born in TN, and moved to NC with their parents. Both also
traveled through several states during the Civil War, spent much of the rest of their lives |
NC before returning to TN, where both are buried in Blount County. Siblings Isaac and
Elizabeth Ann were born in Yancey County, NC, moved to Cades Cove with their parent:
then to what is now Graham County, NC (then Cherogegjain with their parents. Both
remained in the state for the balance of their lives and are buried in Graham County.

A principal thesis ddur Southern Highlande(slorace Kephart) is that the area folks had
18" century lives of sel€onscious isolation. The Rose family is one of many families livin
in these mountains whe@SHwvas published which thoroughly debunk that thesis.



Family tree of FBCC member Wanda Hall Liggett
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Wanda and her family have extensive connections in the BC Cemetery; here are a few examples:

- Her ggrandmother Rebecca Bryson 1§ 2ousin to Judge T.D. Bryson (lI), Dr. Dan Bryson and Ed Bry

- Her ggrandmother Solona Calhoun i% dousin to John Dorsey, Tom, Josh and Orville Calhoun

- Her grandfather Golman Gilbert Hall is thecbusin of Lillie Hall Calhoun, nephew of Maude Hall and
her husband Lucius Harvey Stallcup, and cousin to their several children

- Her grandmother Lucretia Ann Cable 1§ @usin to William O Cable
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Taking off on a Tangent
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Three consecutive generations of men met violent ends
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1803-1885




WinstonSalem Journal, 30 Sep 1919

Asheville, Sept. 28—Rilex Jirch-
field, a young mountaineer who lived
near Fontana in Swain county, died
at the Missjon 'oapital Friday night,
from a bullet «oound in the abdomen,
received in a , ched battle with de-
puty sheriffs who were endeavoring
to arrest him at hizs home the pre-
vious evening. Birchfiecld  opened
fire on the officers and was mortal-
Iy wounded by onc of (ke depiiies

Will Orr, a deputy sheriff, had a

caplas for Birehfield's arrest on”the

charge of blockading Tn company
with Deputy Sheriff Robert Adams
nf Graham county and soame other

men. the officer went to*the Birch:-,

{ield heome 1 the mountains, A parl

af the posse weni around (he house
to approach from the maountain, while

Orr eanie- up toward the front of !

the cahin. Rivehfield irst atpied
the party coming (rom the mountain
and opened fire on them wiithr his
Winchester. He: fired 2o or Three
thots  when the men dropped (o
tihve ground and the bullets want
through the bushes above their heads.

Abhout this thime Birchiflaid saw Orr |
Capproaching from the other direction |
cand called on him 10 go back over thB“
hill ‘or he would kill him. "Orr stiil |
pressed forwad and Birehfield i:hn.ku.-1
his gun to. his shoulder. But the de-
puty beat him, 1o the 1rigger and
sent a4 bullet . through @ Birchfield's
i lmrh
I The mountaineer droytped. Ile was!
"carried into the house and it was
iseen that his wound was serious, He |/
L was given best treatment noesible
tand next morning was brought to the
Ilm,ul hogpital where an v:-v:*irlf:unmliﬂuIl
of the wound revealed that he could |
lnm recover. The body was takrnl
| back to his home Jor burial. Tt has
'not been learned whether- any nmmn!
|th been taken against the officer 8. |
|
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Young Riley Burchfield was killed
one year and one month before
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brother-in-law Ernest Hall would
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Maryvi
Killed Thelr Man.

Sept. 26th, John Harvey Burchfield
was killed at his home in the moun-
tains near Geo. Powell's. Theodore
Rose and Will Burchfield, son of Sam,
of the flats, went to Harvey B’s home
and raised a quarrell over some old
grudge when Rose pulled a revolver
and shot once. Harvey than took
R's pistol away from "him, but Will
B. who was standing near gave Rose
his revolver with which he finished
the job. Drs. Blankenship and Mar-
tin of this place reached there the
next evening and found Burchfield
shot in t.hre;:f pll:ec?, once :!::lou h ltl:.i:
u rt of the lungs, a little below
tl&pﬁ;ﬁ and in the :i‘isg,ht arm with a
thirty eight caliber revolver. He
died the next morning about one
o'clock. A wife and three small
| children are leftin destitute circum-
' stances without any means of su

Both Rose and Will Burchfield had
been drinking and were quarlesome

when they arrived at the home of|

Harvey Burchfield.

le Times 4 Oct 1893

Pl
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Burchfield, was killed by
CcKS2R2NB d¢KSS
Jake and cousin of Hol, In
1893.
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The Charlotte Democrat 28 Aug 1876

HoyicipE 18 “SwaiN  county.—Bob
Burchfield was shot dead on last Saturday
pight, by D. K. Collins, while the former
was attemplmg to enter the corn cribof the
latter; rather, when Burchfield found he
was baught.- he drew his nav y and advanced
on Collins, when Collins shot him. Burch-|
field was lmlmumsly the worst clmmdtm in
all this mountain section, IHe had beeu
once convicted of murder, but finall
out of it’ on some legal ‘technicalit arrd
had also just served outa term in t.lqe Al-
bany Penitentiary for” counterfeiting. - Mr
Collins is recognized by all his acquaintan-
cesasa genllemau.--;l.-;fwm'l!g Frpositor.

wAitf 38Q& 3INIYRTFIGKSNE w
was shot byDK Collingn 1876.
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Inscription on back of photo
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Photo courtesy of FBCC member and Regeagddaughter Brenda Henry Gordon




Photo courtesy of FBCC member and Regegddaughter Brenda Henry Gordon



James Holland Rose, parents Isaac and Nancy
Catherine Slaughter Rose

Sources, R:
Rena Joy Dixon ancestry.com tree
Wanda Liggett ancestry.com tree (granddaughter)

Mace Brown ancestry.colnee
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