
Hunting and Fishing pals of author Sam Hunnicutt who 

are buried in the Bryson City Cemetery 
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Please note: 

 

In addition to the men discussed here, there are two other 

men buried in the Bryson City Cemetery who Sam Hunnicutt 

mentioned (both more than once): 

 

John Everett 

Noah Seay 

 

A biographical sketch of John Everett is available on the 

FBCC web site: 

 
friendsofthebccemetery.org/files/biographical/John_Everett.pdf 
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 When it came to hunting, fishing, and serious 

backcountry work in the early 1900s, social 

class was a distinction without a difference. 

 A thoughtful study of those who called this 

place home reveals that stereotypes painted of 

“highlanders” – which were broadly accepted 

uncritically for decades, and still are by those 

who will not see – are provably false on 

virtually every front. 
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 “The mountaineers of the South are marked apart from all 
other folks by dialect, by customs, by character, by self-
conscious isolation.” 

 

 “Our backwoodsmen of the Blue Ridge and the Unakas, of 
their connecting chains, and of the outlying Cumberlands, 
are still thinking essentially the same thoughts, still living in 
much the same fashion, as did their ancestors in the days of 
Daniel Boone.” 

 

 “And so, in order to be fair and just with these, our backward 
kinsmen, we must, for the time, decivilize ourselves to the 
extent of going back and getting an 18th century point of 
view.” 

 

 “Our typical mountaineer is lank, he is always unkempt….” 
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(Source: 20 Years) (Source: Hunnicutt family) 5 



 Born on Jacks Creek, Yancey County in March 

1880 

 According to Sam in “20 Years”, the family 

moved to Swain when he was three 

 In 1900, the family was living in the Peachtree 

area of Cherokee County, next door to the 

family of William Henry Truett….and his 

daughter, Leah Dora Truett 

 Leah was a first cousin to Rev. George W. 

Truett 

6 



 Born on a farm in Hayesville in 1867; attended 

Hayesville Academy 1875-1885 

 Pastor of First Baptist Church of Dallas, TX 

 President of the Southern Baptist Convention 

(1927-1929) 

 President of the Baptist World Alliance (1934-

1939) 

 First Baptist Church in Hayesville, was 

pastored by Joseph Henderson Wilson in the 

years leading up to it being renamed Truett 

Memorial 
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Photo source 
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 “Golie” Ferguson – native of Swain (Kirklands 

Creek); parents came from Haywood, Buncombe 

 Dr. A.M. Bennett – native of Haywood 

 John Everett – native of Tennessee 

 Charlie Beck – native of Jackson 

 Rev. O.P. Williams – native of Tennessee 

 Robert Snelson – native of Buncombe 

 Granville Calhoun – native of Swain (Wayside) 

 Noah Seay – native of Swain 

 Mark Cathey – native of Jackson or Swain 

14 



 Son of David Philetus and Fannie Noland 

Ferguson 

 Born in a two-room log cabin on Kirklands 

Creek in 1887 

 Attended public school in Bryson City 

 Tended stock in the Smokies 

 Attended WCTC 

 Married Speedwell postmistress Jerdie Watson 

in 1911, lived for a short period in Dillsboro, 

then returned to live on Kirklands Creek when 

his parents moved back to Buncombe County 
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 Had multiple real estate dealings throughout the 

county, including town lots, land at Governors 

Island, property on Bradley Fork taken at park 

creation 

 Donated to the NC Park Commission to assist 

in park land acquisition 

 Gola and Jerdie moved back to Cullowhee 

~1937 and lived out the balance of their lives 

there. 
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 Bred the Ferguson strain of Plott Bear Dogs – 

an enterprise in which Jerdie also had a part 

 Sheriff of Swain County 

 County Treasurer 

 School teacher, principal 

 Farmer 

 Maker of violins 

 Like Mark Cathey, held court on the town 

square, telling tales 

* so-named by Bob Plott in Strike and Stay: The Story of the Plott Hound 
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 Born in Cataloochee 

 Father Archibald (or Archer) Lafayette Bennett 
(son of Young Bennett) enlisted as a Sergeant 
in Company E, 29th NC Infantry Regiment.  He 
died from a gunshot wound in Murfreesboro, 
TN 

 His mother, Elizabeth Angelina Rogers died 
when he was 17 

 Apprenticed medicine under his Uncle “Dock” 
(Adolphus Manuel Hugh) Rogers on Fines 
Creek, then attended medical school at 
Louisville. 
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 Moved to the Whittier area, where he was licensed 
to practice medicine in 1885 by the NC Board of 
Medical Examiners 

 First mayor of Whittier 

 Married Mary Charlotte Hyatt on January 1, 1889 

 Advertised in the Swain County Herald as 
“Practicing Physician” in Bryson City in 1890 

 Free Mason, Knight of Honor, Democrat, Roads 
advocate, Presbyterian Church Deacon, Elder 

 In 1899, named Dispensary Commissioner, along 
with AH Elmore and DG Fisher, Jr, with JF Teague 
as manager (legislative bill submitted by RL 
Leatherwood in NC House) 
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 Erected a “handsome residence” in Bryson City 

in 1890 

What has been, since 1941, the Casada family home, was likely used as 

overnight lodging and medical office for Dr. Bennett. 22 



This was later the location of Bennett’s Court (now Gracey Manor) 

Source: Bennett family 23 



Source: Second edition of 20 Years 
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 Born to Samuel Thomas and Mollie Long Beck 

in Webster in 1880, but the family moved to 

Bryson City when he was an infant. 

 His father was a tenant farmer for years.  In 

1890, he purchased town lot 27 (~Catholic 

Church thrift shop); neighbors included R.L. 

Snelson and O.P. Williams. 

 Completed two years of high school. 

 Enlisted in the 29th volunteer infantry in August, 

1899 – along with others from Bryson City, 

including Noah and Benjamin Seay 
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The Battle of Pulang Lupa was fought on Sep 

13, 1900.  Forces of Filipino Colonel Maximo 

Abad, numbering around 200, and aided by 

hundreds of native bolomen, overwhelmed 

the 54 men in the 29th US Volunteer Infantry.  

They were taken prisoners of war and held 

until  early 1901, when the effects of 

retaliatory actions forced their release. 
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 Married Nicie Arizona Cathey, sister of Mark 

 Settled on upper Hughes Branch (now Beck 

Cove) 

 Had two girls – Fern (married Hanley Painter) 

and Mildred (married DG Fisher, Jr) 

 Farmed (listed as truck farmer in 1930) 

 But also had other jobs 
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Note that it is dated April 1, 

1921 – the year after the 

episode involving Charlie, 

Hol Rose and Babe Burnett. 

 

Charlie also had jobs as 

deputy sheriff and in the 

county tax office. 

 

After Nicie died in 1946, he 

married Hazel Barker.   

Badge photo courtesy Tommy Bryant 

(great nephew of Charlie) 29 



 School teacher (Graham, Swain) 

 Clerk of Superior Court in Graham and 

Swain Counties 

 Postmaster at Yellow Creek 

 Represented both Graham and Swain 

County in the NC House of 

Representatives (different terms) 

 School board member in Graham & Swain 

 Mayor of Bryson City (2 terms) 

 BC town alderman 

 Baptist Minister 

 Cashier at Citizens Bank (19 years) 

Photo courtesy of  

Karen Neklason 

(kegger3876) 
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 Born in 1859, Monroe County, Tennessee 

 The family was in the Cheoah area (then Cherokee 

County) in 1870; His father William enlisted in Company 

A, 29th NC Infantry (Cherokee County) in 1861, so they’d 

likely moved to NC in 1860-61. 

 His first school was at age 13 in Yellow Creek, Graham 

County.  It was a 9 mile walk, each way to school.  The 

term was 35 days. 

 Between 1872 and 1876, they moved back to Monroe 

County (O.P.’s mother died there in 1876). 

 Attended preparatory and normal school in Maryville, 

finishing in 1880; he then taught school for 16 years, 

including at the Yellow Creek School he’d attended as 

well as the Cherokee Indian School in Birdtown. 
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 On September 29, 1887, he and Artie Grant were 
married in Yellow Creek. 

 They moved to Bryson City in 1901. 

 In 1907, they bought town lot 28 (directly across 
the street from Samuel Thomas and Mollie Long 
Beck).  

 Artie died on April 16,1918 

 O.P. married her older sister, Etta Grant Shope, on 
October 13, 1918 

 Etta died October 12, 1924 

 O.P. married Jane Calhoun, sister of Granville, 
February 8, 1928. 

 In 1930, Jane and her mother Susan (Sookie) were 
living with O.P. at his home on Main Street. 
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Wayne’s story was published in the Asheville Citizen in 

November 1922 and in National Sportsman magazine in 1923 
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(Source: 20 Years) (Source: Hunnicutt family) 34 
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Photo by Wayne Williams 

at the Bryson Place 
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Photo source: Jim Estes 

1: Charlie Hunnicutt 

3: O.P. Williams 

5: Noah Seay 

6: Jeff  Hunnicutt 

7: Mark Cathey 

9: Claude Williams 

10: Granville Calhoun 

12: Sam Hunnicutt 



Sam Hunnicutt, 

(20 Years) 

Bob Snelson, 

(Debbie Seay, 

Kelly Carnes) 

Mark Cathey, 

(Carl Grueninger, Jr) 
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 Phoebe Carnes did a fine job covering Robert 
Snelson back in August 

 Recall that he: 

 Was a town alderman 

 Supervised the Ela Dam construction 

 Was Chairman of the Board of Deacons of 
First Baptist 

 and most impressively painted the church 
steeple at age 72, when he couldn’t get 
anyone else to 

 Formal education: 1 year of high school 
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Photo from TVA collection, National Archives (Morrow) 38 



Photo from Swain County Centennial 
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 Born March 14, 1875 near Wayside to Joshua and 
Susan Crisp Calhoun 

 The family moved to upper Hazel Creek about a 
decade later. 

 The older children (Granville was first born) were 
sent to Wayside during the school year since that 
was the closest school. 

 Granville, like many others of the time, completed 
seven grades. 

 Granville’s father saw to it that schools were 
erected near the mouth of Bone Valley 
(downstream) and on Walkers Creek (further 
upstream) 
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 The wedding was at Crate and Polly’s home on 
Bone Valley and was conducted by Granville’s 
uncle and namesake, William Isaiah Calhoun 

 Witnesses were Swain County Sheriff J.F. 
Teague, Carey Mendenhall, and Jack Coburn 

Photo courtesy of Carol Cochran 
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Two-room Hall Cabin; one side in NC, the other in TN 

Used with permission of Hunter Library Special Collections 43 

http://www.wcu.edu/hunter-library/find/special-and-digital-collections.aspx
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Photo courtesy of Tim Stiles 
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May 22 1933 
 
Mr. John T. Needham 

Bryson City N.C. 
 
Dear Mr. Needham 
 
 I wish to file my application for a forman place to handle the men on the road up 

Forney Creek.  I have had a lot of experience in building all kinds of roads here in 

this part of the country building trails in the Smokey Mountains wagon Roads and R-

Road work.  I built the first 5 miles of Railroad up Hazel Creek for the W.M. Ritter 

Lumber Co. whos head office is in Columbus Ohio.  I worked for N. Carolina Mining 

Co. for most of 2 years and worked for the North Carolina Copper Mining Company 

and was there agent here for 33 years and am agent here for them now.  I dun open 

cut work and under ground work.  I had charge of 125 men for them while the was 

prospecting for copper and I had 125 men working under me when I was building R-

Road for the W.M. Ritter Lumber co. on Hazel Creek in this county.  I have had 

considerabl experience in handling powder and hand drilling with common labor.  I 

can do nice tunnell work under ground.  I am 58 years old, way 220# and am in good 

health.  I have had Typhoid Fever in 1908 and bin vaxinated since several times.  I 

have had Small Pox in 1910.  I never have had any venereal diseases in my Life.  I 

have had measls mumps.  Never have had Pneumonia..  

If any further information is desired would be glad to furnish it. 
 

Yours Truly,  

G. I. Calhoun 
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 Builder of all sorts of roads: mountain trails, 
wagon roads, railroads, including the first five 
miles up Hazel Creek (Ritter) 

 Mining: Two mining companies, including open 
cut and underground  

 Supervised 125 men building the railroad, and 
125 men in prospecting for copper 

 Experienced handling powder and building 
tunnels 

 Weighs 220 lbs, had typhoid fever and small 
pox, mumps & measles, but no pneumonia or 
VD 

50 



Bryson City NC 

Oct 25th 1933 

 

Mr J.T. Needingham 

Bryson City NC 

 

Dear Mr. Needingham 

 I was told today that the new camp on deep creek had no Superintendant  yet 

and that the place was going to be given to a local man.  one who nows the 

mountains and who has had experience in these mountains and who nows how 

to build roads and lay out trails in the mountains.  I think I could fill the place and 

handle the men all right.  I would apreciate a chance at the place and if I failed I 

would wilingly step down and let some other man take my place.  I looked for you 

this evening and did not find you to talk to about this job.  I can do the work such 

as has been dun at Forney Creek just as good as any man, I think and would like 

chance at the job as superentendant  same as Mr. Greer has at Forney.  Please 

let me know if you think I would stand any chance at getting the place.   

 

Yours Very Truly 

G. I. Calhoun 
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For the preceding two letters and other Depression era 

letters, see Wendy Meyers’ blog  (thanks, Spunky!) 

Note: For historical accuracy, Wendy’s transcriptions 

(and I filled in my estimate of some words she wasn’t 

able to make out) retain the original spelling, 

punctuation, etc.     
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July 31, 1931 Asheville Citizen-Times 

May 15, 1933 Asheville Citizen-Times 
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From March 9, 1958 article 

Asheville Citizen 

by John Wikle 

Correct with respect to John Cable 

and Doc Jones, but wrong and 

wronger re: Mark Cathey and Sam 

Hunnicutt  (more on this later) 
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 School committeeman for Proctor, member of 
the Swain County Board of Education 

 An incorporator in Citizens Bank in Bryson City,  
in 1913, along with nine others from Forney, 
Bushnell, Proctor, and Fontana – including two 
women, Annie Overly of Proctor and Ida B. 
Welch of Fontana 

 Bought property in Bryson City as early as 
1920; it included property in the vicinities of the 
GEM Theater and Walgreens. 

 Acquired the Freeman Hotel from the Cordells 
in 1946 
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Bryson City Man Gets First Prize In Trout Contest  
 

“Mark Cathey, of Bryson City, is the winner of all three of the trout prizes 

offered by M.V. Moore and Company, in the Fisherman’s Contest that was held 

from June 19 to August 15.  

 

“The first prize won by Mr. Cathey was one Abbey and Imbrie Fontinalis Fly 

Rod, valued at $13.50. The trout that won this award was caught, as were all 

those by Mr. Cathey, in Deep Creek, Swain County. The fish was 19 and three-

fourths inches long and weighed 43 ounces. It was taken on a number eight 

monkey fly. A monkey fly has a green body and guinea feather wings. The 

second prize, a leather fly hook, valued at $6, was awarded for the capture of a 

trout 17 and one-half inches long and weighing 30 ounces. The bait used was 

a number 10 professor fly. The third prize , one was given to Mr. Cathey for 

taking rainbow trout reel (sic), valued at $5, a 15 and one-half ounce trout, 13 

and one-half inches long, with a number 10 rubewood fly.” 
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Mark was one of the most original and unique characters I ever 

knew.  He possessed that indefinable thing called personality.  He 

was colorful – that’s the word.  Physically, he was lean and lank, but 

not tall, and withal as tough as a mountain hickory.  He was the 

nervous, wiry type.  He had piercing eyes.  Perhaps his voice was 

the most unique feature of his make-up.  He spoke in a musical 

mountain drawl.  It was a voice one could never forget. 

 

Mark was a gentleman, one of Nature’s noblemen.  He had 

character.  His living was straight, like his shooting.  He was honest 

as the day is long.  He had an innate courtesy and refinement about 

him.  There was nothing of the coarse and common in his nature. 

Click for full piece 
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For a few days later Mark heard a squirrel barking up in the cove behind his 

sister’s home. He said to her, “Gimmie my gun. I think I’ll go get that squirrel.” 

Searchers found him about ten-thirty that night, sitting at the trunk of a tree with 

his gun across his lap. His heart had failed. 

 

No more would William Marquis Cathey’s bon mots charm his admirers. His 

many friends would remember to be sure, as Claude Patterson did: “Mark was 

awful witty. He could always come up with a good yarn.” No more would his 

sister fix his hunting packs of baked beans, jellies, jams and bread. The lean-

faced, overalled logger would drive no more oxen. His Redbone bear dogs, Old 

Jolley and Red, would whine for him. His fox and coon hounds would never 

again hear his shrill voice directing the chase. Neither would the greatest hunter 

and fisherman the Smokies ever produced be around to quieten down his dogs 

when strangers approached the house; “They won’t bite you. They know you 

belong here. I’ve done told them so.” And Dan Fisher would get Mark’s turkey 

caller, because Mark himself had heard a call – to eternity. 

 

After the funeral, the Cathey family asked me to write an epitaph for Mark’s 

headstone. It reads like this:  
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“Mark Cathey, 1871-1944, Beloved Hunter and Fisherman, 

was himself caught by the Gospel hook just before the season 

closed for good.” 
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