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Patriarch:
Marmaduke Hudson Mendenhall (1823-1887)
We know very little about him pre-1880.
• Born 13 February 1823 in Deep River,
Guilford County, NC
• Recorded in census records from 18501870 as a farmer in Guilford County; his
children were also recorded as working
on the farm.
• In 1861, was named as a member of a
Vigilance Committee (a unionist, antiConfederacy group) for Southwest
Guilford County.

First Marriage (1848):
Phebe Spurgeon (1822 – 1871), buried in
Deep River, NC
Children:
• Montalva Demosthene Mendenhall (18521883)
• William Carey Mendenhall (1858 – 1937)
Second Marriage (1872):
Rebecca Jellico Eaton (1838-1915), buried
Green Hills Cemetery, Waynesville NC
No children

The Mendenhalls were Quakers
Attended the Deep River Friends
Meeting House in High Point

Basic Quaker beliefs/practices

• Do not consider the Bible to be
the final authority or the only
source of sacred wisdom.
• Leadership is primarily invested
in the laity
• Silent worship
• Do not perform baptisms nor
communion
• Pacifists and abolitionists

The Mendenhalls in Haywood County
• Marmaduke Mendenhall married 2nd wife
Rebecca in 1872; her son was a
businessman in Waynesville
• In 1880, he is in Haywood County and is
recorded in the census as a wagoner; son
Carey is also in the business. They are
wealthy enough to have 2 servants.
• W. H. Mendenhall became a partner in a
merchant business with stores in
Waynesville and Charleston (now Bryson
City) until the end of 1880
• In 1880 the corporation was dissolved by
mutual agreement, In 1881, Mendenhall
purchased his first property in the town
of Charleston

Life in Swain County
• First purchase in Swain County was recorded in 1881 for a lot in town
of Charleston
• According to an article in the Asheville Citizen-Times in 1953, the
hotel was built in 1885. This is likely inaccurate as the article goes on
to say that the building “…..was first used as a store and dwelling by
the Mendenhall family. On the first floor was the general store. Living
quarters for the family were upstairs.”, but…..
• In 1884, ‘W.H. Mendenhall and Sons’ was recorded in Branson’s
Business Directory as having merchant businesses in both Charleston
and Forney’s Creek township.
• Therefore, they were likely doing business in this building pre-1884

Life in Swain County
• Montalva Mendenhall married Emma Lou Justice in Wake County in
1879 and brought her back to Charleston. He died in 1883, leaving
her a widow with 2 young children: son James Hudson (1880-1962)
and daughter Hattie (1881-1966).
• In 1884, Mrs. Emma Mendenhall and her mother-in-law, Mrs. M.H.
Mendenhall were appointed to a committee to facilitate the
arrangement of tables for a celebration the completion of the WNC
Railroad to the mouth of the Nantahala River. Brother William Carey
Mendenhall was a marshall for the same event.
• William Carey Mendenhall married his brother’s widow in 1887; had
children Roxy Louise (1888-1976) and William Carey Jr. (1896-1974)

• M.H. Mendenhall died in 1887.
• After his death, the Hotel remained
in the family until 1889, when it was
put up for sale by W.C. Mendenhall
The headstone of M.H. Mendenhall
is a thing of beauty, located a little
west of the top of the driveway.

While it was up for sale, the hotel was leased to
Benjamin Harrison Cathey (uncle of Mark Cathey)
Benjamin Harrison Cathey
Francis Marion Cathey

William Hillman Cathey (Father of Mark)

Source: Swain County Herald, 21 Feb 1889

William Carey Mendenhall –
a ‘Jack of All Trades’
• He was a wagoner
• He was a tobacco farmer who
sold at the Asheville Market
• He was a cattle dealer
• He was a timberman who
operated in Oconalufty (for
Champion) and Forney’s Creek
Township
• He could also be a rabble-rouser

Swain County Herald, 07 March 1889

William Carey Mendenhall –
a ‘Jack of All Trades’
• He overcame his legal troubles
of 1889
• He had a special interest in law
enforcement
• Listed as a deputy sheriff in 1896
• Served a writ of habeus corpus
in a Graham County murder case
• He was also a revenuer – raids
documented in 1896 and 1899
Bryson City Times, 13 March 1896

Death of Emma Mendenhall, 1898

Death of William Carey Mendenhall

Timber Top Lodge at Indian Gap; Source: GSMNP via Openparksnetwork.com

Carey Mendenhall’s Second Wife
• After Emma’s death, Carey
remarried in 1900 to Orpha
‘Opal’ Millsaps (
• She is descended from the
earliest settlers in Deep Creek
• Orpha outlived her husband,
dying in 1949
• Orpha is buried in the Bryson
City Cemetery, but has no
tombstone

