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COOPER  LINEAGE 
Benjamin Cooper, b. about 1710, in England. Immigrated to Bladen County, NC. 
Joseph Cooper, b. about 1730, in Bladen County, NC. d. 1799. 
Benjamin Cooper, Sr., b. about 1750 in Halifax or Bladen County, NC, d. in 
Orangeburg, SC 
William “Billy” Cornelius Cooper, b. 12-13-1781, in Halifax County, NC & moved w/ 
parents to the Orangeburg District, SC. M. Polly Banks Warner in 11-1801. 13 known 
children. D. 1844. 
James “Jim” Campbell Cooper, b. 1-24-1814 in Laurens County, SC. Moved to 
Transylvania County, NC. D. 7-11-1904 in Graham County, NC. M. Violet Mahala 
Mackey, b. 6-7-1813 in Transylvania County, NC. D. 3-24-1871 in Cherokee County, 
NC. Jim was a Minister, Robbinsville Methodist Church. 
 
Joel Anderson Cooper, MD, b. 10-20-1847, d. 2-11-32 
 William Harvey Cooper, b.9-28-1872, d.5-21-1959 
  Ralph A. Cooper, b. 9-3-1918, d. 6-4-2014 
   Joyce Anita Cooper, b. 4-4-1949 
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Note: the older brother of Dr. Joel was William F. Cooper, b. 6-11-1845, d. 11-14-1928 



Census records tracking the Coopers: 
1850 and 1860 
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1860, Notla, Cherokee County 
James C. Cooper 46 
Violet 47 
Nancy A. 19 
William F. 16 
Joel A. 11 
Sarah J.   6 

James is listed as SC 
native.  Violet through 
Joel are natives of 
Henderson County, 
NC; Sarah is a native of 
Cherokee County. Post 
office was England 
Point. 

1860, Henderson County 
James Cowper 36 
Violet 36 
Elizabeth 11 
Maryan   9 
Nancy   7 
W. F.   4 
Joel A. 4/12 
L. P.   2 
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England’s 
Point, and Notla 
southwest of 
Murphy 

From 1885 
Postal Route 
Map 

Also note 
Hot House 



Joel Cooper, Laura Ledford marriage license 
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Census records tracking the Coopers: 
1870 and 1880 
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1870, Hot House, Cherokee County 
Joseph Cooper 23 Farm Labor 
Laura 18 Keeping House 
 
Noted to have married in October of 
1869.  It was indicated that Laura could 
not write. 

1880, Shoal Creek, Cherokee County 
Joseph Cooper 32 Farmer 
Laura 27 Keeping Home 
William   7 
Savannah   5 
 
Noted that William had attended school 
in the previous year.  Neither Laura nor 
William could write. 

Note: The Shoal Creek census district is a bit north of Hot House. 



Census records tracking the Coopers: 
1900 and 1910 
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1900, Charleston District  103, Swain Cty 
Joel A Cooper 54 Physician 
Laura 49  
Nettie F 14 
Oscar P 10 
Lewis B   7 
 
It was indicated that Laura could not 
write.  Nettie attended school for 6 
months. 

1910, Charleston District  0147, Swain Cty 
Joseph A Cooper 62 Physician, general practice 
???? 56  
Oscar 20 Brakeman, freight train 
???? 18 (daughter-in-law) 
Louis 16 Driver, livery teams 
 
It was indicated that Laura COULD write.   



Census records tracking the Coopers: 
1920, 1930 
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1920, Charleston District  0175, Swain Cty 
Laura Cooper 67  
Lewis B 26 Barber 
 
It was indicated that Laura COULD write.  
The home was on Main Street. Others 
nearby heads of family included AJ 
Franklin, Jack Coburn, and Charles Wilhide. 

1920, Nantahala District 0179, Swain Cty 
J. A. Cooper 72 Physician, general practice 
Boarding in home of farmer J.M.R. DeHart 
 

1930, Charleston District  0175, Swain Cty 
Lewis B Cooper 26 Barber 
Ethel 21 
Laura 77 
Again, it was indicated that Laura COULD write.  The home of Lewis was on Main 
Street, and valued at $6500.  By way of comparison, the Calhoun Hotel (on Bryson 
Avenue), owned by Nora Lee Calhoun,was valued at $7000, Stanley Black home at 
$9000, Jack Coburn home at $4000. 



Dr. Joel A Cooper & Family 
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1891 Southern Exposition Announcement 
(Asheville Citizen-Times, 9/30/1891) 
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From Jan 3 & Jan 10, 1896 Bryson City Times 

Vannie later married JR (Bob) Warren, alongside whom she lies in the BC Cemetery. 
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Vannie’s husband, Bob Warren (upper left).  Lower right is WR (Dad) Hupp, who sold Joel 
Cooper one-eighth interest for $1 in “my Patented Air Pump and Engine series of 1900 , 
Number 652716.” 



Youngest sons of Joel and Laura, including Lewis, 
who cared for Laura, ended up on Grassy Branch 

AC-Times Nov 8, 1944 AC-Times Jan 5, 1960 
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William (Bill) Harvey Cooper 
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Bill in his 
Union Hill 

tobacco patch, 
ca 1941 
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1920-40 census records for William Harvey Cooper 
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1920, Qualla District  108, Jackson Cty 
Will H Cooper 46 Retail Merchant 
Gena A 28 
Ralph A   1 
Oscar G Conner   5 

1930, Qualla District 13, Jackson Cty 
William H Cooper 57 Farmer 
A. Lena 38 
Ralph A. 11 
Hazel M.   8 
Rush L   5 
William H   4-5/12 

Lois E   2-7/12 
Donald E   7/12 
Nora L Harris 17 (cousin)   

1940, Qualla District 50-13, Jackson Cty 
W H Cooper 67 Farmer 
Lena 46 Cook - school 
Hazel 18 
Ruth 15 
Bill 14 

Lois 12 
Donald 10 
Max   9 

The 1940 census indicated that WH Cooper of 
Qualla and Joe Casada of Bryson City had 6th 
grade educations.  Their wives were both better 
educated; Lena Massie Cooper had a 7th grade 
education as did Minnie Price Casada. 
 
Comment from Don Casada: (Lack of) formal 
education notwithstanding, the intelligence and 
wisdom of these folks is beyond my ken. 



Children and wife of Bill, 1971: 
Lois, Bill, Donald, Mother Lena, Ralph, Oscar & Max 
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Donald, Bill, Lois, Ralph - 1991 
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