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Parents of, and “The Colonel” – TD Bryson 

Daniel Granderson Bryson and Artemesia (Artie) Dillard Bryson 

Sources: photos of Dan and Artie – Jackson 
County Heritage 
The painting  of TD Bryson hangs in the Swain 
County Administration Building  
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Example military records for TD Bryson; the signature at right and the words of 
certification are presumably his writing         Source: fold3.com 
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https://www.fold3.com/


Request for Pardon submitted 24 Aug 1865 (Source: Ancestry.com) 
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“The Colonel” – as the family refers to him – 
served multiple terms in the NC House 
• Jackson County: 1854*, 1858, 1865, 1866, 1870 

• Swain County: 1872, 1874, 1876, 1879, 1881 
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* Born in 1829, he was only 25 years old when elected to his first term. 



In the late 1860s (still Jackson County), TD Bryson acquired multiple tracts 
of land on the north side of the Tuckasegee and moved here by 1870 

1870 Census, Deep Creek District of Jackson County 

Members of the household included 40-year old Thaddeus D, his parents Daniel (84) and Arta (78) and four 
African-American hands: Benjamin Bryson (24), Lewis Gibbs (40), Louisa Gibbs (25) – presumably the wife of 
Lewis, and Ceburn Gibbs (7), presumably their son. 
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By the time a decade had passed, Arta (Artie) had died and TD had married 
Mary Charlotte Greenlee, who gave him four arrows for his quiver 

1880 Census, Charleston District of Swain County 

Members of the household included 51-year old T.D., wife Mary C (35), daughters Hattie (8) and Mary (2), sons 
Thaddeus (6), Daniel (4), father Daniel (93), African-American servants Benjamin (35) and Steve (34) Bryson, and 
white servant W. Nelson (28) 8 



We don’t have an image of Mary Charlotte, but here is her sister, Harriet (Hattie) 

Source: Images of America – McDowell County North Carolina 1843-1943 
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Home erected by the grandparents of Mary Charlotte Greenlee Bryson 

Source: Images of America – 
McDowell County North 
Carolina 1843-1943 
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Greenlee Chapter of the DAR is named for James Greenlee, 
great-grandfather of Mary Charlotte  
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Thaddeus Dillard Bryson II (1873 – 1950) 
• Attended the Bingham School, then 

spent 2 years at Emory and Henry, 
and graduated from UNC (law) in 
1895 

• Solicitor for 8 years for the 10th 
Judicial District  

• Judge for 10th Judicial District for 7 
years 

• Professor of law at Duke from 1927 
– 1947 

• Advocate for creation of the 
GSMNP 

• Avid fisherman and hunter 
• Elder in Presbyterian Church 

 
 
 

Source: A tale of three 
Thads, plus one, 
by Rick Bryson, 
grandson of Judge Bryson 

This is the eastern end of Black Hill; the 
photo would be circa 1910. 
The boys are T.D. III (left, b. 1903) 
and Ed (b. 1905).  Note that there are no 
structures between them and Black Hill. 

Stanley, Marianna Black home 
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Amabel ‘Amy’ (Black) Bryson (1872 – 1920) 
• Sister of Stanley Black 

• Died at 47 of uterine cancer; death certificate 
signed by her brother-in-law, Dr. D.R. Bryson 

• 9 Children; those buried in the BCC are: 
• Helen Lee Bryson 

• Dorothy Vernon Bryson 

• Amy Florence ‘Birdie’ Bryson, died of ‘brain trouble’ 

• Thaddeus Dillard Bryson III 

• Kathleen ‘Binkie’ (Bryson) Moore 

• Other children: Edwin Constant, Edith (Franklin), 
Marion (Angel, then Singleton), Mrs. Walter 
English 
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Zulia Ella (Ketchie) Bryson (1892 – 1986) 
• Second wife of T.D. Bryson II, married in 1921 

• From Mt. Ulla, Rowan County 

• The Ketchie family arrived in Rowan County 
before the Bryson family left for South 
Carolina, and appear to have also come down 
the Great Wagon Road from PA   

• She was schoolteacher and had previously 
taught in Pikeville, NC 

• Boarded with the Brysons while teaching 
school in Swain County before returning to 
Rowan County 

• Had 2 children with T.D. II: Lillian (Martin) and 
Elizabeth (Stone) 

Source: Ancestry.com member callinvn 

Zulia (right) and her sister, Lillian 
(for whom daughter Lillian was named) 
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Dr. Daniel Rice Bryson (1875-1955) 
• BS awarded in 1896 from UNC-CH 

• MD awarded circa 1898 from 
University of Maryland 

• Started his medical practice in 1898 in 
Charlotte and returned to Bryson City 
circa 1904. 

• Practiced medicine for >50 years. 

• Charter member of Rotary Club 

• Elder in the Bryson City Presbyterian 
Church 

Photo by IK Stearns, 
Courtesy of Carl Grueninger, Jr 

Source: A tale of three 
Thads, plus one, 
by Rick Bryson, 
great nephew of Dr. Dan 
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Anne (Dunbar) Bryson (1875-1952) 
• Born in Winslow, Maine; her father was a farmer 

• Married Daniel Bryson in 1902 in Maine 

• No children 

• Poet and Swain County correspondent for the 
Asheville Citizen and Times for 20 years 

• Published a tourism-centered booklet in the late 
1930s entitled, “These Friendly Mountains” 

• Charter member of the Bryson City ‘Civic League’, 
PTA, and Woman’s Club 

• Treasurer of Swain County chapter of the Red Cross 

• Her sister, Lelia (Lee) lived with Anne and Dr. Dan 
from before 1910 until her death (1930).  Lee was a 
milliner. 

Photo source: Asheville Citizen-Times, 21 Jun 1931 
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Mary Greenlee Bryson married missionary William 
Henry Tipton in 1909 

• Tipton and his first wife Nelle served as missionaries  in China from 1904-1907; Nelle and 
one of their four children died in 1907; Tipton and the children returned to the U.S. 

• After marrying Mary Greenlee, the family returned to China 
• The only childe of W.H. and Mary Tipton, Bryson Tipton was born in China in 1911 
• Mary taught the Bible (in English), was principal of a girl’s school, and was a teacher and 

evangelist to women 
• Their work varied over time; W.H. Tipton switching to full time writing and publishing 
• Mary remained in China after the U.S. government called for repatriation in 1940; she 

had to be evacuated to Manila in 1941 
• W.H. Tipton was taken POW by the Japanese in Shanghai; initially he was allowed to stay 

in his home, but later placed in a Japanese concentration camp.  He and thousands of 
other civilian prisoners were sent home by the Japanese in 1943. 
 

 
Source:  W.H. Tipton  Family Papers Special Collection, Furman University 
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https://libguides.furman.edu/special-collections/tipton-family-papers/biographical-sketch


The lovely ginkgo tree in the margin of Mitchell Street – 
formerly the yard of Dr. D.R. Bryson – was brought back 
from China by Mary Tipton 

(Source: Google Earth image) 
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Thaddeus Dillard Bryson III (1903 – 1976) 
• Attended UNC-CH for 3 years. 
• Attorney in Bryson City and Franklin from 1925 - 

1957 
• 3-term mayor of Bryson City (1930-1936) 
• State legislator representing Swain County from 

1939-1940 
• Solicitor of the 20th judicial circuit (1954-58), and  

Superior Court judge of the 30th judicial circuit 
(1966-71). 

• Park Commissioner for GSMNP 
• President of Bryson City Lions Club 
• Hunted with Mark Cathey (buried in BCC) 
• Amateur geologist was interested in Indian history 

 
 

Photo source: Asheville Citizen, 8 Sep 1976 
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Carolyn (Forbell) Bryson (1906 – 1977) 
• From Rockville Center, NY 

• Attended the prestigious Fairfax Hall 
finishing school in Virginia 

• Met TD Bryson III when she was 
visiting an old school friend who lived 
in Sylva  

• She and T.D. III were married in 1928 
in NYC in the ‘Little Church Around 
the Corner’. 

• 5 Children: Gail (Elliott), Charlotte 
Ann (Martin), Thad D IV, Rick, Peter 
(died in infancy) 

 

Source: Lucile Campbell Collection, 
University of Central Florida 
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https://richesmi.cah.ucf.edu/omeka/items/show/6821
https://richesmi.cah.ucf.edu/omeka/items/show/6821
https://richesmi.cah.ucf.edu/omeka/items/show/6821


Kathleen ‘Binkie’ (Bryson) Moore (1913 – 2008) 

• Moved to Durham in 1927 with when her 
father joined the Duke law faculty 

• Duke student as well; met her husband there 

• 4 children: John, Lynn, Kathleen (Dickson) – 
buried in the BCC; Thaddeus David, and an 
unnamed baby boy  

• 3 of her children were also Duke graduates 

• Operated a catering business 

• Mother to Kathleen Bryson Moore Dickson, 
who is buried in the BCC 

 

Source: Howerton & Bryan Funeral Home 
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https://www.meaningfulfunerals.net/home/index.cfm/obituaries/view/fh_id/10877/id/200891
https://www.meaningfulfunerals.net/home/index.cfm/obituaries/view/fh_id/10877/id/200891
https://www.meaningfulfunerals.net/home/index.cfm/obituaries/view/fh_id/10877/id/200891


Kathleen (Bryson) Moore Dickson (1947 – 2009) 

• Grew up predominantly in Greensboro 

• Valedictorian at Page High School, and 
was crowned ‘Miss Greensboro’.  

• Graduated from Duke (degree in 
psychology) 

• Worked as a programmer and 
computer systems engineer and later 
for a data corporation.  

• 2 children: James Edward Aldridge, and 
Bryson Moore Aldridge Source: Howerton & Bryan Funeral Home 
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https://www.meaningfulfunerals.net/obituary/414654?fh_id=10877
https://www.meaningfulfunerals.net/obituary/414654?fh_id=10877
https://www.meaningfulfunerals.net/obituary/414654?fh_id=10877


Edwin Constant Bryson (1905-1999) left a 
lasting influence on our area; some of his 
ashes reside in the Bryson City Cemetery 
by his request 

Dedication of Ela Dam’s second generator – 1930 
Ed, youngest mayor in NC, stands alongside his uncle, 
Stanley Black.             Source: Bryson City Centennial 

1. Dr. A.M. Bennett 

2. Ed Bryson 

3. Stanley Black 

4. Jack Coburn 

5. J.B. McCrary 

6. H.H. White 

7. Doc Kelly Bennett 

8. Anne Bryson 

9. ? 

10. Orson Burlingame 

11. J.A. McCrary 

12. E.L. McKee 

13. Gertrude Dills McKee 

14. Robert L. Snelson 

15. ? 

16. Dr. Harry Ditmore 

17. ? 

18. ? 

19. Dr. D.R. Bryson 

20. G.C. Dugas 

21. Clarence Angel 

 

Source: Duke Law 
School web site 
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Ela Dam group photo.jpg
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Toms Branch Falls (above) 

Bluets along a branch (below) 

Honey bees in fringed phacelia patch (above) 

fringed phacelia & dead nettle (below) 

Edwin Constant Bryson had an abiding affection for Deep Creek; at his request, part of his ashes were spread 
along this lovely, storied stream to which Ed and the Bryson family were attached. 

Erect trillium (above) 

Painted trillium (below) 


