
Two of Bryson City Cemetery’s 
“Unknowns” 

Andrew Thomas Essensa and  
Lena Rosa (or Rosa Lana Decina) 



Andrew Thomas Essensa 
04 December 1862 – 14 April 1912 



Andrew Thomas Essensa Family 

Rachel Minnie 
18 Apr 1890 – 

23 Jul 1981 

Samuel Wesley 
22 Sep 1893 –  
21 Nov 1918 

Hedley A. 
Apr 1897 –  

14 Mar 1918 

Mabel Scarlet 
26 Jan 1888 –  

19 Jul 1984 

Annie Coffey  
12 Jul 1858 –  
16 Jan 1908 

Andrew Thomas Essensa 
4 Dec 1862 –  
14 Apr  1912 

Source for all pics: 
Ginger Farris on 
findagrave.com 



Andrew Thomas Essensa 
• Born in New Brunswick, Canada 

• Married Anna Catherine Coffey (died 1905) in 1883 
in New Brunswick and had 4 children. 

• Lived for many years in McKean County, Pennsylvania 

• Last census prior to his death: living in the Cranberry 
area of Mitchell County, working in the lumber 
industry 

• However, he appears to have worked for a logging 
company – either Montvale or Ritter – at the time of 
his death 



Andrew Thomas Essensa 

Greater Smethport Area, McKean County, PA on 13 September 2017 
Source: webcamgalore.com 



Andrew Thomas Essensa 

Montvale Lumber Logging Train; Eagle Creek (Swain County) 
Source: digitalheritage.org 



Andrew Thomas Essensa 
Death Certificate 

Source: Ancestry.com 



Andrew Thomas Essensa estate cash 



Andrew Thomas Essensa estate payments 

Those underlined are also buried in 
the BC Cemetery 



Lena Rosa (or Rosa Lana) 
October 1887 – 28 October 1935 



Her death certificate 



Lena Rosa (or Rosa Lana) 
 What do we know about her? 

• Her parents were Luigi Lana and Maria Daiipra. 

• Her husband was Augusto Decina (or Deceina). 

• She was born in Italy and lived in San Vittore del 
Lazio prior to her immigration to the United States.  

Source: visitlazio.com 



Lena Rosa (or Rosa Lana) 

• She immigrated on  
06 November 1918 and 
was processed at Ellis 
Island. 

• Returned to Italy in 1924 

• Returned to US in 1925, 
to “rejoin husband” 

 

Source: libertyellisfoundation.org 

An Italian Female Immigrant 
Source: publicdomainreview.org 



Lena Rosa (or Rosa Lana) 

The Giuseppe Verdi 
 

Source: libertyellisfoundation.org 



Lena Rosa (or Rosa Lana) 
What do we not know? 

• Why was she here? 

• Did she have any children? 

• How was her burial plot obtained? (Ivan?) 

 

One possibility for her presence in Swain County: 

• The CCC, which employed Italian stone masons to 
assist with building (thanks for the tip, Don!).  

• Perhaps her husband was one of these workers. 

• The CCC was operating in Swain County in the month 
and year of her death. 

 



Lena Rosa (or Rosa Lana) 

Construction of the Elkmont Bridge by the CCC 
 

Source: nps.gov 


