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 Born in Blount County, Tennessee in 1857 (his 

obituary erroneously says he was a native of 

Bryson City) 

 Son of Epp Everett, 1st county sheriff and 1st 

town mayor; Epp had served the 3rd TN Mounted 

Infantry and also the Thomas Legion 

 Married Anna Lou Simpson, twin sister of Fannie 

Simpson Leatherwood 

 Father of six daughters by Anna Lou, including 

Fannie Everett Clancy 



From: Heritage of Swain County 





 1876 spring term, Swain Superior Court: 

Assault and Battery – true bill, payment of 

costs 

 1884, spring term – Assault and Battery, pleads 

guilty, judgment suspended until next term, 

$200 security 

 Also 1884, spring term – Carrying Concealed 

Weapon, pleads guilty, judgment suspended 

until next term, $200 security 



Wilmington Morning Star, March 9, 1893 



 According to Lillian Thomasson*, John Everett 

was the first paid public school teacher 

 Taught in the original courthouse in the 1870s 

 Previously taught subscription schools on 

Jenkins and Bryson Branches 

* Swain County – Early History and Educational Development 



 Had a broad variety of business operations in 

Bryson City 

Ads in Asheville Citizen, 

June 18, 1904: 





Asheville Gazette-

News, July 16, 1910 

“Conducts real estate 

and insurance 

business…runs a roller 

process mill one mile 

from town…” 



Asheville Citizen, Nov 2, 1887 



 Went to New Jersey and New York in 1892 as 
an undercover agent for the Federal 
Government to catch “green good swindlers” 
(counterfeiters) 

 He helped in the arrest of a gang in Gloucester 
City, NJ 

 In New York, an attempt to arrest the gang 
resulted in the NY police restraining him, 
allowing the gang to escape 

 His integrity was vouched for by a U.S. 
Commissioner in Camden, NJ and a U.S. 
Postmaster 



Daughter Anna Lou (1) May 7, 1895 Jan 8, 1897 

Daughter Nellie (11) Jan 23, 1890 Aug 10, 1901 

Wife Anna Lou Simpson (36) Sep 22, 1864 Sep 10, 1901 

Father Epp (73) Apr 6, 1830 Aug 3, 1903 

Daughter Fanny Clancy (20) May 28, 1884 Jun 4, 1904 

Daughter Nora Wheeler (22) Jan 7, 1883 Jun 4, 1905 

Mother Mary (74) Dec 24, 1837 May 19, 1912 

 

His other daughters by Anna Lou were Mayme and Lillie; 

Mayme married a Denning fellow, and died without children.  

Lillie never married. 



Asheville Citizen, Nov 25, 1903 

 

“Mr. J.H. Everett departed last week for New 

Mexico, where he expects to spend several 

weeks.” 

I’m not sure he made it all the way there…… 



They had one child – Hilda Jane 



July 31, 1907 Asheville Citzen 







20 Years does not include a story about this outing, but 

All the men but George Flowers are mentioned in the book. 



July 8,1912 Asheville Citizen 

June 5,1913 Charlotte Observer 



Jackson County 

Journal, Dec 4, 1914 



 By 1920, Hilda Jane and Mary Jane were back 

in Texas with Mary Jane’s parents 

 She was apparently still with him in 1915 

 They must have divorced; by 1930, she’d 

married twice again – first to J.R. Hone, then to 

J.H. Raney (on April Fool’s Day, 1930) 



July 8, 1920 

March 9, 1916 

Aug 4, 1919 



But he was still 

active further 

west – in Sylva 

and Bryson City 

(September 13, 

1918 Jackson 

County Journal) 



Asheville Citizen 

June 23, 1920 



Asheville Citizen, Oct 24, 1920 





July 18, 1922 

Asheville Citizen: 



 1930 census records him living on Banks 

Avenue in Knoxville, living in a home valued at 

$3150 

 Married to a woman named Martha Jane 

McCullough who was 14 years younger than 

him 

 Profession, per census, was Piano Tuner 



Source: dwilkins3016, ancestry.com Asheville Citizen, March 23, 1934 




