
 

Dr. JOEL ANDERSON COOPER HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

 

LINEAGE:  1710 – Present 
 

Benjamin Cooper, b. about 1710, in England. Immigrated to Bladen County, NC. 

     Joseph Cooper, b. about 1730, in Bladen County, NC. d. 1799. 

          Benjamin Cooper, Sr., b. about 1750 in Halifax or Bladen County, NC, d. in  

   Orangeburg, SC 

               William “Billy” Cornelius Cooper, b. 12-13-1781, in Halifax County, NC &  

   moved w/ parents to the Orangeburg District, SC. M. Polly Banks  

   Warner in 11-1801. 13 known children. D. 1844. 

                    James “Jim” Campbell Cooper, b. 1-24-1814 in Laurens County, SC.  

    Moved to Transylvania County, NC. D. 7-11-1904 in Graham  

    County, NC. M. Violet Mahala Mackey, b. 6-7-1813 in   

    Transylvania County, NC. D. 3-24-1871 in Cherokee County,  

    NC. Jim was a Minister, Robbinsville Methodist Church. 

                         Joel Anderson Cooper, MD, b. 10-20-1947, d. 2-11-32 

                              William Harvey Cooper, b.9-28-1872, d.5-21-1959 

                                   Ralph Anderson Cooper, b. 9-3-1918, d. 6-4-2014 

                                        Joyce Anita Cooper, b. 4-4-1949 

  



 

MARRIAGE LICENSE – JOEL & LAURA COOPER 1867 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



JOEL & LAURA COOPER CHILDREN 

 

Dr. Joel Anderson Cooper    b. 10-20-1847, Father: James C. Cooper,  

 Mother: Violet Mackey, Physician, General Practice, Served in 

Confederate Army, d. 2-11-1932 (Separated from Laura 1904, not divorced), 

Main residence beside Methodist Church where Federal Building now located. 

 Married Laura Ledford,   b. 5-12-1853, Cherokee County, NC, (Father: 

John  Ledford), m. 1870 (marriage license dated 10-5-1867, Cherokee County, 

NC, d. 4-13-1933. 

CHILDREN OF JOEL & LAURA: 

1. William Harvey Cooper,   b. 9-28-1872, d. 5-21-1959, Bryson City Cemetery,  

 m. 5-16-1917,  Lena Massie (9-25-1891, d.10-6-1981, Thomas Cemetery). 

  Children:   Ralph (Joyce’s father), b. 9-3-1918, d. 6-4-2014 

Hazel, b. 1-30-1922, d. 10-24-1948 

Ruth, b. 4-30-1924, d. 9-18-1983 

Bill, b. 11-9-1925, d. 9-7-2012 

Lois, b. 9-25-1927 

Donald, b. 8-23-1929, d. 7-31-2009 

Max, b. 9-30-1932, d. 7-20-2015 

Oscar Lee Conner, son of Lena, b. 6-29-1911, d. 7-24-1994 

2. Vannie Cooper,   b. 5-12-1875, d. 7-23-1960, m. Bob Warren,  

b. 7-22-1881, d. 11-8-1935.  Both are buried in Bryson City Cemetery. 

Children:  Bertie & Fred 

3. Hettie Cooper,   b. 1-27-1879,1847 d. 3-18-1967,  m. James Robert (Bob) Jenkins  

 (1875-1948).  Both are buried in Bryson City Cemetery. 

4. Nettie Flora Cooper,   b. 8-22-1885, d. 6-4-1931, m. Sim DeHart 

 Children: Horace, Jackson, Laura E. 

5. Oscar P. Cooper,   b. 1889, d.11-4-1944, Sawyer Cemetery/Grassy Branch 

6. Lewis Broyles (Jake) Cooper,   b. 4-28-1893, d. 1-4-1960, Sawyer Cemetery, WWI                                           

  



 

DR. JOEL ANDERSON COOPER FAMILY 

 

 
 

*********************************************************************************************** 

 

 

 
Ad printed from the Bryson City Times, January 10, 1896 



DEED TO COOPER PLAT, BRYSON CITY CEMETERY, 1927 
Purchased by Lewis Broyles Cooper, son of Joel & Laura Cooper 

 



 

DEATH CERTIFICATE OF DR. JOEL A. COOPER, 1932 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 



 

OBITUARY OF DR. JOEL ANDERSON COOPER, 1932 

 

  



 

DEATH CERTIFICATE OF LAURA COOPER, 1933 

 

 

 

  



 

WILLIAM HARVEY COOPER 

 

 

  



 

 

DEATH CERTIFICATE OF WILLIAM HARVEY COOPER, 1959 

 

 

 
  



 

OBITUARY OF WILLIAM HARVEY COOPER, 1959 

 
 

Note:  Information was researched and assembled by Joyce Anita 

Cooper of Whittier, North Carolina, great-granddaughter of Dr. Joel 

Anderson Cooper, granddaughter of William Harvey Cooper, and 

daughter of Ralph Anderson Cooper. 


