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Up front caveats 

What is to be related here is based on a compilation of sources 
of variable reliability, including: 
- Primary sources (census, birth, death, land, military records) 
- NC Troops (based on both military records and recollections) 
- Newspaper accounts 
- Published family trees 
- Published family narratives 
 
To the extent practicable, efforts have been made to 
independently validate information, but it’s possible that some 
of the supposedly validating material isn’t really independent. 
 
Don’t assume every detail is gospel true, but the general theme 
of this tangled web certainly is. 



Family tree sources 

• “Battles” and “Milton Turner and Sarah Ann Shuler 
Battle Family” – Swain County Heritage 

• Lilstar612 tree on Ancestry.com 

• Ramonawoodrum tree on Ancestry.com 

 



At least twenty-five men who served during the Civil War 
are buried in the BC Cemetery 

Milton Turner Battle (1841-1917) Co. B, 7 NC Cavalry 
Thaddeus Dillard Bryson (1829-1890) Co. B, 25 NC Infantry (Captain) 
Alfred Cline (1832-1866) 2nd Co. A, Thomas Legion (Sergeant) 
John W Cline (1840-1916) 2nd Co. A, Thomas Legion 
David Kimsey Collins (1844-1924) Co. F, Thomas Legion (Lieutenant) 
John Constant (1836-1915) Co. K, 1 NC Cavalry* 
Dr. Joel A Cooper (1847-1932) Co. H, Thomas Legion 
William F Cooper (1845-1928) Co. H, Thomas Legion (and James Welch’s Co.) 
W Aseph Enloe (1847-1925) Co. F, Thomas Legion 
Epp Everett (1830-1903) Co. E, 3rd TN Mounted Infantry; also Thomas Legion (Captain) 
JL Farley (1847-1932) Co. G, Thomas Legion 
Daniel G Fisher (1842-1904) Co’s. F, G of Thomas Legion, Co. K, 39 NC Infantry (Lieutenant) 
Joshua Ammons Franks (1843-1906) Co. I, 39 NC Infantry (Sergeant) 
Jonathan Hill (1824-1912) Co. F, Thomas Legion 
James Nathan Lipscomb (1827-1891) 2nd SC Cavalry Regiment (Colonel) 
Woodfin K McLean (1848-1906) Co. F, 2 NC Mtd Infantry 
Dabney Sandidge Co. H, 3 Missouri Infantry 
Dr. E.M. Scruggs (1829-1895) Co. H, 16 NC Infantry 
J.M. Seay (1839-1898) Co. A, 16 NC Infantry, Co. A, Thomas Legion, Co. K, 39 Infantry 
J.M. Seay (1839-1898) 3rd NC Mtd. Infantry (Kirk’s Raiders, Union) 
Jeremiah Shank (1847-1930) Co. C, 156 Ohio Infantry 
L.H. Stallcup Co. K, 1 NC Cavalry 
W.M. Taylor (1847-1930) Co. K, 1 NC Cavalry 
Dr. J.E.T. Welch (1848-1921) Thomas Legion 
John Manous Welch (1846-1921) Co. K, 1 NC Cavalry 
Jackson L. Wilson (1828-1913) Co. E, 3rd Mounted TN Infantry 



Milton Turner Battle (1841-1917) 

• Enlisted at Hayesville in what was originally Co. B, 7th Battalion NC 
Cavalry on July 5, 1862.  It was mustered into service on July 10 as 
“Captain William P. Moore’s Co., Folk’s Battalion.” 

• In 1863, as part of a consolidation, it was changed to Co. F, 65th 
Regiment (6th Regiment NC Cavalry) 

• Much time was spent in East TN – from Sullivan County (far NE 
portion), around Clinton & Knoxville, Sweetwater, and then they 
were involved in the battle at Chickamauga 

• Accounted for through June 1864 

• Suggested reading: Sergeant WC Penland letters to his folks in Clay 
County paint a mostly dismal picture of the time (link is to final 
letter; a list of previous letters is at the end of the article) 

• Pension applications were made by Battle, and after his death, by 
his wife Sarah Ann Shuler 

• Grandfather of FBCC member Hall Battle 

http://www.blindpigandtheacorn.com/blind_pig_the_acorn/2015/11/coal-creek-tenn-august-16th-1863-letter-15.html
http://www.blindpigandtheacorn.com/blind_pig_the_acorn/2015/11/coal-creek-tenn-august-16th-1863-letter-15.html
http://www.blindpigandtheacorn.com/blind_pig_the_acorn/2015/11/coal-creek-tenn-august-16th-1863-letter-15.html
http://www.blindpigandtheacorn.com/blind_pig_the_acorn/2015/11/coal-creek-tenn-august-16th-1863-letter-15.html


Source: dgreen4556, Ancestry.com 



“Irish Bill” Moore or, per my mother (his great niece) “Captain Billy”  



Wounds healed over time: 
Captain Billy (front left, Confederate - NC) visiting John L Moore 

(seated, Union - TN) in the Aquone area in 1893 

Source: www.nantahalanc.com/OldAquone.html 



William Patton Moore home in Tusquitee Valley 

As a rule members of cavalry units were more well-to-do than those in the infantry; they provided their 
own horses, and received a less than full stipend for incurred expenses. 



Battle familial connections 

• The following is based on a combination of family tree data, 
census and other public records; some are more reliable than 
others 

• Sarah Ann Shuler (V-H12b), wife of MT Battle (V-H12a), was 
the daughter of Elizabeth Louisa Battle Shuler (V-B05). 

• Elizabeth Louisa’s father was Watson C Battle, uncle of MT 
Battle. 

• One sibling of Elizabeth Louisa was Margaret M Battle Welch 
(V-B10), wife of John Manous Welch (V-B09) 

• Another of Elizabeth Louisa’s sisters was Sarah Amanda Battle, 
who married R.L.D. Birchfield (or Burchfield) 



Alfred Cline was killed by the “Robert Burchfield robbers” 
(Charlotte Democrat, 9 Oct 1866) 



Burchfield convicted of counterfeiting 
(Knoxville Weekly Chronicle, 26 Nov 1873) 

Sarah Amanda Battle Burchfield (Mrs. R.L.D. Burchfield) was a 1st cousin to Jason Hyde.  
Incidentally, both were 1st cousins of Lavisa Hyde, wife of Quill Rose.  Both Jason Hyde 
and Quill Rose spent time in the Thomas Legion 



“End of a Bad Man” 
Account of the death of 

Robert Burchfield 
Wilmington Morning Star, 27 Aug 1876 



The shotgun used by DK Collins to dispatch RLD Birchfield 

Source: Ancestry.com page of Dawna Carlton (FBCC member, great-great granddaughter of DK Collins) 





Some town property acquired by MT and Sarah Battle 

By 1882, the Battles had acquired lots 21,23,25, and 27 on the south side of Main 
Street; this partly overlaps with the area which would later be acquired by Mary C. 
Hyatt Bennett (lots 17, 21, 23) and become the home of A.M. and Mary, then later 
Bennett’s Court (Gracey Manor).   

In 1885, the Battles acquired lot 26 from I.B. and Ida E. Franks Conley.  They lived 
there until selling it to John and Emma Burnett in 1913.  John was a state 
representative.  This lot was located in the vicinity of what was later Moody 
Funeral Home. 
 
At the time of that sale, OP Williams owned the lot to the west (24) and JE Coburn 
owned the lot to the east (28). Prior to this, lot 28 had been owned by Rev. JP and 
his wife, Ann Reynolds.  They sold it to WT Conley on 8 Dec 1905.   
 
Rev. JP Reynolds, Methodist Episcopal South minister and, his first wife, Alice 
Pickens bought lot 28 from I.B. and Ida Franks Conley in 1885.  The couple and 
infant son Albert are buried about 10 yards away from MT & Sarah Battle. 


