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The petition  and  list of petitioners on the following pages comes from records in the 
Nantahala Power & Light Collection at Western Carolina University.  Jack Coburn, the affiant 
below, was clearly a leader in the petition effort.  Less than three weeks afterward, on 
November 30, 1934, Coburn, his wife Bland, and their niece, Betty, were all killed when a 
truck forced their car off the road into the Nantahala River.  They were traveling west when 
the truck apparently pulled up on their right side and forced them all the way across the 
other side of the road (river was on their left at the crash site).   
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