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Sources 

Swain County Early History and Educational Development, Lillian Thomasson 

Swain County Heritage 

Census and deed records 

Ancestry.com 

Newspaper accounts – mostly Asheville Citizen 

Branson’s Almanac 

Obituaries and death certificates 

Personal knowledge 

Family sources 

Commodore Casada’s handwritten list of fellow graduates in his school 
textbook New Handbook of Composition 

“Where They Teach The Coming Year” – clipping in Pete Prince Special 
Collection at the University of Tennessee.  Likely from Bryson City Times, 1916 
or possibly 1917.  
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Convention 

All names in blue (or underlined in red) are buried in the BC 
Cemetery 



Teachers buried in the Bryson City Cemetery 
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Iris Abbott 
Clarence Angel 
Jennie C. Angel 
Ethel Hyatt Ashe 
Nell B. Brown 
Herbert Brown 
Judge T.D. Bryson 
Zulia K. Bryson 
Nora Lee Davis Calhoun 
Laura Church 
Dessie C. Coffey 
I.B. Conley 
Lyndon Conley 
John Constant 
Inez M. Debord 
Ora H. Dougherty 
Louis Eckstein 
John Everett 
Gola Ferguson 
Ila S. Ferguson 

A.J. Franklin 
Sallie Keener Franklin 
Mattie P. Fry 
Jake Heffner 
Jean C. Heffner 
Lytle Hickerson 
Nell F. Johnson 
Baxter Jones 
Pauline Calhoun Kindley 
Nell S. Leatherwood 
Helen B. Marr 
L. Lee Marr 
Weaver McTyeire Marr 
Essie N. Myers 
Jim Myers 
Clover M. Queen 
Lillie A. Quiett 
Lula D. Sandlin 
Carol M. Saunooke 
E.M. Scruggs 

Newell S. Seay 
Helen Angel Sherrill 
Jon Sossamon 
Leroy Sossamon 
Ora Lee D. Sossamon 
Kelly Styles 
Clara Taylor 
Zenia Taylor 
Lillian F. Thomasson 
Rollins Thomasson 
Kelly Underwood 
Mary Frances Underwood 
Gilmer Welch 
Daisy F. Wilkes 
Vivian P. Williams 
J.H. Wilson 
Ellen Black Winston 
Richard Winston 
Mildred P. Wood 
Cora W. Woody 

Note: It is quite likely that the list is incomplete; others will be added as discovered 



Teaching briefs 
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Teaching briefs, continued 
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Others with significant roles 
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School committeemen or B.O.E. members 
R.P. Abbott 
A.M. Bennett 
Kelly Bennett 
Stanley Black 
Bill Cable 
Granville Calhoun 
Joshua Calhoun 
Mark Cathey 
Jack Coburn 
J.H. Coffey 
R.L. Davis 
Inez M. DeBord 
McKinley Edwards 

Other roles 
A.M. Bennett 
Marianna F. Black 
Nora Lee Calhoun 
Jack Coburn 
D.K. Collins 
Ora H. Dougherty 
Verayle Franks 
T.I. Hughes 
Nell S. Leatherwood 
Thurman Leatherwood 
Robert L & Fannie S. Leatherwood 
L. Lee Marr 
Marie Shank 
Ninon S Welch 

Epp Everett 
A.M. Frye 
D.G. Fisher 
W.A. Gibson 
T.I. Hughes 
J. Robert Long 
L. Lee Marr 
Doc Mitchell 
Carey Morgan 
John Orr 
R.J. Roane 
Matt Taylor 
O.P. Williams 



Early days – 1870-1910 

• 1870s: John Everett (1857-1937) was the first teacher paid from public funds; he 
taught in the court room of the original courthouse.  He also taught subscription 
schools on Jenkins and Bryson Branches. 

• 1870s: Civil War veteran DK Collins (1844-1924) was one of the early teacher 
“examiners” (first was Abraham Mingus).   

• 1882: Civil War veteran John J. Constant (1836-1915) provided “Institute” 
instruction to teachers in History and Geography 

• 1888: L. Lee Marr (1865-1932) taught at Mouth of Alarka School and A.J. 
Franklin (1865-1940) taught at Lands Creek; Marr later served two terms as the 
county superintendent.  

• 1888: Joshua Calhoun led establishment of a school above Bone Valley 
• 1890: Branson’s Almanac said there were 22 public schools in the county, plus an 

Academy at Whittier, Cold Springs Seminary, and High School in Bryson City 
• 1900: DK Collins deeds original town lot 32, complete with the lower floor of a 

brick two story building, to District 1 School Committee – JL Broyles, WM Taylor, 
and RL Davis 

• 1904: Robert L. (1860-1907) and Fannie Leatherwood (1864-1942) sold 
5-1/2 acres adjacent to the BC Cemetery to the Board of Education; price was 
$206.  Dr. A.M. Bennett (1861-1941) then oversaw construction of the “pebble-
dash” school. 

• 1905: Bryson City Graded School District incorporated by an act of the State 
Legislature, with four trustees appointed: T.I. Hughes (1861-1954), S.W. Black 
(1876-1965), A.J. Franklin (1865-1940) , and A.M. Bennett (1861-1941) 
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Pebbledash School – first school building on Schoolhouse Hill 
circa 1911-12 (Long, Black and Bryson born in 1903, Fry in 1902) 
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Mary 
Long 

Ellen 
Black 

TD Bryson III Photo Source: Black family 

Harold 
Fry 

Harold Fry identified by his nephew, Frank Fry III 



Another photo at pebbledash school; unknown date (speculation 
is that the man at right is Eugene Harris; see next slide) 

9 Source: Not recorded 
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BC High School Class of 1911    L-R: I.K. Stearns, Nina Gibson Messer, principal 
Eugene Harris, Ora Hughes Dougherty, Walter Mingus Hughes 

(re-enactment at Pageant of Education,1937) 

Source: Carl Greuninger, Jr 



Early involvement – 1906-1940 

• 1909: Dessie Cunningham (1889-1979) and Bessie Burnett (1891-1924) obtained 
NC State Certification – first in the county to do so 

• 1911: first high school graduating class in the county (Bryson City) consisted of 
Ora Hughes, Nina Gibson, Walter Hughes, and I.K. Stearns 

• 1917: first high school class at Almond; Mary Campbell (Sutherland) is one of 
five graduates 

• 1919: New school building erected at Whittier 
• 1921: Legislature amended the 1905 act, noting L. Lee Marr, K.E. Bennett, W.M. 

Wilson, O.P. Williams, A. Lyon, J.H. Harwood and N.H. Randolph were then the 
trustees. The amendment allowed the School Board to petition for an election 
for a school improvement bond. 

• 1923: The Almond School burned two weeks into the school year 
• 1924: New school buildings erected in Almond and Bryson City 
• 1928: Almost 700 students enrolled at Bryson City; 1928 graduating class 

numbered 14 
• 1929: Construction of a second new building in Bryson City begins 
• 1930: Largest graduating class in Bryson City High history - 28 
• 1932: High school established at Proctor; subsequently named Calhoun-Coburn 

School in honor of Joshua Calhoun and Jack Coburn 
• 1933: Whittier School burns 
• 1934: New Whittier School 
• 1934: Largest graduating class in Bryson City High history – 40 
• 1937: New WPA building at Alarka consolidates four Alarka elementary schools 
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A bit of area background from the Roaring Twenties: 
June 15, 1924 Sunday Asheville Citizen 
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The dam on Deep Creek was 0.1 miles above the first 
bridge on the Deep Creek trail.  A large boulder on 
the west bank of the creek marks the spot.  
Construction would have started, at the earliest, in 
late 1911.  Billy Morris sold land along the creek to 
the town of Bryson City in October of that year. 

The “110-pound pressure” suggests that the tank 
on top of Schoolhouse Hill was being used at that 
time.  There is about 240 feet of elevation between 
ground level in town and the tank base.   Fourteen 
feet of water in the tank would translate into 110 
psig downtown.   That tank was in service in 1937 
according to Sanborn mapping. 
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Almond School, erected and first used in 1924 
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Photo source: TVA collection, Atlanta National Archives. 



Bryson City School Buildings  

Photo source: TVA collection, Atlanta National Archives. 
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Erected, first used in 1923 
Erected in 1929-30 



Photo source: Library of Congress 
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This Bryson City School structure was first used 
in 1923.  It was used by all grades until the 
adjacent building to the north (the one in the 
right side of the preceding TVA photo) was 
erected in 1929-30.  School was closed for 
several days in October of 1929 to connect 
heating systems between the two buildings. 

Principal’s 
office 



Photo source: Library of Congress 
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WPA-constructed stone 
building, completed in 
spring of 1941 

Inez DeBord 
4th grade 

Olive Norton 
3rd grade 

Gladys Nauss 
Special Ed. 

Principal’s 
office 



Lunchtime behind the WPA building and the add-on ice cream stand 
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Source: 1950 Ridgerunner 



Photo source: Library of Congress 
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Vivian Williams – 5th grade 

Annie T. Hoyle, 2nd grade 

Auditorium 



Photo source: Library of Congress 
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Photo source: Library of Congress 
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Photo source: Library of Congress 
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Photo source: Library of Congress 
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Photo source: Library of Congress 
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Photo source: Library of Congress 

Fireplace in principal’s office; Carrie 
Abbott, elementary school principal 
for many years 

Source: 1959-60 Bryson City 
Elementary School album 



Proctor Elementary and High Schools 
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Photo source: TVA collection, Atlanta National Archives. 



Whittier School, erected in 1934 
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Photo source: TVA collection, Atlanta National Archives. 
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Bryson City Elementary School 
Teachers, 1959-60; how many of 
them can you name?  (Names on 
the following sheet) 

Source: 1959-60 Bryson City 
Elementary School album 



Teachers on the preceding sheet (L-R) 
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Row 1: Ruth Eckstein, Mildred Wood, Eula Beck, Gladys Nauss, Rhonda Dunlap 

Row 2: Margaret Rentz, Jean Heffner, Annie Hoyle, Jessie Hart, Emily Davis 

Row 3: Olive Norton, Inez DeBord, Mary Ellen Wikle, Nelle Potts, Christine Fisher 

Row 4: Vivian Williams, Mirtha Wilson, Harvey Franklin, Lenna Cole, Wade Gass 

Row 5: Gertrude Ferguson, Jack Williams, Grace Gregory 

 

Not pictured 
Gene Brown, Della DeHart, Marian Crisp 



Of that group, these ladies are buried in the BC Cemetery 
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Inez Martin DeBord 

Vivian Penland Williams 

Jean Conley Heffner 

Mildred Penland Wood 

Source: 1959-60 Bryson City 
Elementary School album 



FBCC folks in that 1959-60 – and later high school albums ;) 
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Sources: 1959-60 Bryson City 
Elementary School album, 
1969 Ridgerunner  

Jean 
Douthit 

Kate 
Welch 

Louise 
Sandlin 

Bobby 
Thomas 

Ivan 
Gibby 

Beth Sossamon Toni Wright Danny Welch Boy from  
Black Hill 

Jim Gribble 



Iris Abbott (1915-1969) 
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Ela Dam 2nd generator dedication (1930) 
included Clarence Angel (1900-1931) 

Source: Swain County Centennial 



Nell (1898-2000) and Herbert Brown (1901-1992) 
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Photos from members of the Brown family 



Elwood Parker 
and T.D. Bryson II 
(duck hunting in 

eastern NC) 
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Photo by IK Stearns, courtesy 
of Carl Grueninger, Jr 



Zulia Ketchie Bryson, wife of TD Bryson II 
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Source: callinwin of Ancestry.com 



Laura Church (1871-1889) taught at a school in Bryson 
City which her father, Rev. G.H. Church ran 
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John Hill and Dessie Coffey (in front of Presbyterian Church) 
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Photo by IK Stearns, courtesy of Carl Grueninger, Jr 



Ira Bascomb Conley (1855-1893), Lyndon Conley (1895-
1966), John Constant (~1836-1915) 
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Inez Martin DeBord (1916-2010), Vivian Williams 
(1923-2012), Mildred Wood (1915-2005) 
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Ora Hughes Dougherty, Ora Lee Dougherty Sossamon, Leroy Sossamon, 
Jon Sossamon, Louis Eckstein 
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Upper left: Hester Farley Hughes (1870-1956), Ora Hughes 
Dougherty (1892-1981), Ora Lee Dougherty Sossamon (1917-
2013), Jon Sossamon (1940-1989) 
Upper right: Louis Eckstein (1934-2007) 
Lower left: Leroy (1912-2005) and Ora Lee Sossamon (1917-
2013) 

Photo sources: Sossamon family, NC State Agromeck, SC Heritage 



John Everett (1857-1937) 
Below, with 2nd wife Mary Jane 

Rodgers and daughter Hilda 
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Source: dwilkins0316 of Ancestry.com 



Gola Ferguson (1887-1962) 



Methodist Group, circa late 1940s 
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(those listed in red buried in BC Cemetery) 

Ila Sherrill Ferguson (1896-1980) 

Cora Wilson Woody (1895-1966) 



A.J. Franklin/Sallie Keener family 
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Photo source: Swain County Heritage 



Mattie Pender Fry (1879-1958) 
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Mattie and sister-in-law Alma Fry 
in the Nantahala River 

Both photos courtesy of Mrs. Jean Douthit 



Bob (1920-1957) and Jean Heffner (1919-2016) 
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Sources: 1953 Ridgerunner, 1959-60 Elementary school album 



Lytle N. Hickerson (1884-1944) 

52 Passport photo 

North Wilkesboro Hustler, Oct 10, 1923 

Statesville Record & Landmark, May 10, 1898 

Photo courtesy of Helen Cable Vance 

Reidsville Review, Nov 27, 1922 



Thurman (1888-1972) and Nell Shank Leatherwood 
(1883-1965), Marie Shank (1886-1961) 
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<=Letter to Santa in 12 Dec 1909 Asheville Citizen. Sam turned 6 the day he 
wrote the letter to Santa.  He was the nephew of Sheriff Robert J. Roane 
and his wife Mary Siler Roane, and lived with them.  They are both are 
buried in the BC Cemetery.  R.J. Roane later became a NC State Senator.  
Both the Leatherwoods and Nell’s sister Marie Shank created college 
scholarship endowments. 

Photos source: Carl Grueninger, Jr 



Lafayette Leander Marr (1865-1932) 
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Photo from Swain County Early History and Educational Development 



Weaver McTyeire Marr (1888-1965) 
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Essie Norton Myers, Jim Myers, Carol Myers Saunooke 
• According to grandson John Myers, Essie taught both at Eagle 

Creek and at Cary, NC. 

• Per Beth Sossamon Eckstein and Charlie Saunooke, Carol 
taught in Woodstock, GA and at Whittier 
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Jim Myers 
1953 Ridgerunner 

Carol Myers 
1967 Ridgerunner 



Clover Meadows Queen (back, center) and sisters, ~ 1905 
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Clover Meadows taught at Indian 
Creek, per “Where They 
Teach….” 

Source: Jess Meadows, ancestry.com 

Source: personal mapping with GPS unit 



Lillie Almond Quiett, whose lovely home still stands alongside 
the Tuckasegee River, taught at Kirklands Creek Elementary, 
according to her grandson and FBCC member, Jack Casebolt 
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E.M. Scruggs (1829-1895) 

• Along with T.D. Bryson, first elder in BC 
Presbyterian Church 

• Civil War vet 

• Practiced medicine 

• Worked at both Bryson City and 
Whittier depots 
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Newell “Cotton” Sherrill Seay (1911-2001) 
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Eugene Hyatt, Cotton Sherrill, 
Commodore Casada, Glennie 
Roberts, circa 1930 

Photo source: Casada family collection 



Jimmerson Kelly Stiles (1898-1941) 
Taught at Emma in West Asheville area 
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Both Zenia Taylor (1873-1962) and her sister Clara  
(1876-1900) taught at Bushnell, per SC Heritage 
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Zenia Taylor (SC Heritage) 



Rollins Thomasson 
(1873-1946) taught 
subscription schools 
from 1892-1902, per SC 
Heritage.  He married 
former student 
Josephine Welch, 
daughter of J.E.T. and 
Emeline Gunter Welch 

63 Source: Swain County Heritage 



Joseph Henderson 
Wilson (1883-1948) 
taught at multiple 
schools, including 
Whittier, Almond and 
Proctor.  He, like Rollins 
Thomasson, married a 
former student, Sarah 
Catherine Welch. 
Photo at their home on 
Schoolhouse Hill. 

64 Source: Swain County Heritage 



Ellen Black Winston (1903-1984) 
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Ellen Black, Circa 1925 Ellen Black Winston, Circa 1955 

Source: Black family collection 



Stanley & Marianna Black family; Richard Winston 
(1897-1969) is behind Mr. Black 

66 Source: Swain County Heritage 


